2021 New Mexico Statutes
Chapter 47 - Property Law
Article 9 - Right to Farm
Section 47-9-5 - Definitions.

A. "agricultural facility" includes but is not limited to any land, building, structure,
pond, impoundment, appurtenance, machinery, or equipment that is used for the
commercial production or processing of crops, livestock, animals, poultry,
honeybees, honeybee products, livestock products, poultry products or products
that are used in commercial agriculture.

B. "agricultural operation" means:
(1) the plowing, tilling or preparation of soil at an agricultural facility.
(2) the planting, growing, fertilizing, or harvesting of crops.

(3) the application of pesticides, herbicides, or other chemicals, compounds, or
substances to crops, weeds or soil in the connection with production of crops,
livestock, animals, or poultry.

(4) the breeding, hatching, raising, producing, feeding, keeping, slaughtering, or
processing of livestock, hogs, aquatic animals, equines, chickens, turkeys,

poultry, or other fowl normally raised for food, mules, cattle, sheep, goats,
rabbits or similar farm animals for commercial purposes.

(5) the production and keeping of honeybees, production of honeybee products
and honeybee processing facilities.

(6) the production, processing or packaging of eggs or egg products.
(7) the manufacturing of feed for poultry or livestock.

(8) the rotation of crops.

(9) commercial agriculture.

(10) the application of existing, changed, or new technology, practices, processes,
or products to an agricultural operation; or

(11) the operation of a roadside market.



Bee Act
76-9-1. Short title. This act may be cited as the "Bee Act."

76-9-2. Definitions. As used in the Bee Act:

A. "abandoned colony" means a colony that is abandoned or neglected by a beekeeper according
to criteria adopted by the board.

B. "apiary" means a location where one or more colonies or nuclei of bees are managed by a
beekeeper;

C. "bee" means all races of the honeybee, Apis mellifera L., and other species of the genus Apis,
that are capable of being managed for the production of honey, wax or pollen, or that are capable
of being managed to pollinate plants;

D. "beekeeper" means a person who owns, leases or manages bees;

E. "board" means the board of regents of New Mexico state university;

F. "colony" means a family unit of bees composed of a queen and workers;

G. "commercial apiary” means a location where a beekeeper is required to maintain the
minimum number of colonies designated by the board;

H. "contagious disease" means any disease, parasite or anything adversely affecting adult bees or
their brood that may be spread from one bee to another bee or from one colony to another
colony;

I. "department" means the New Mexico department of agriculture;

J. "equipment" means equipment used in managing bees, including but not limited to, brood
chambers, surplus honey chambers, bottom boards, tops, frames, drawn comb, queen excluders
and feeders;

K. "hive" means a container made or prepared that is used as a home by a colony of bees; and

L . "inspector" means a qualified person designated by the department to enforce the Bee Act and
regulations adopted by the board.

76-9-3. Powers of board and department.

A. The board shall adopt regulations necessary for the administration and enforcement of the Bee
Act and through the department shall administer and enforce the Bee Act and regulations
adopted by the board.

B. The department has full power to deal with any contagious disease of bees which, in the
opinion of the department, may be prevented, controlled or eradicated and shall perform such
acts as, in the judgment of the department, may be necessary to control, eradicate or prevent the
introduction, spread or dissemination of contagious diseases of bees.

C. The department has authority to prohibit the shipment or bringing into the state of colonies or
equipment capable of transmitting contagious disease from any state, territory or foreign country.

76-9-4. Contagious disease--duty to prevent. Any beekeeper who has been notified in writing
by the department that his bees or equipment are infected with a contagious disease and who
willfully and knowingly permits the bees or equipment to remain in such condition shall be in
violation of the Bee Act.









